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Reversed polarity Ground fault interrupter

the GF circuitry within the
outlet checks constantly for a
difference between the current
in the black and white wires

polarized (grounded) receptacle

should
be hot if there is a difference (even as
little as 5 milliamps), there is a
current leak (possibly through

silver—_| brass
) your body) and the GFI shuts
screws SCrews
(for white wire): (for black wire) down the receptacle and other
! receptacles downstream

ifthe GFl is in the
panel, the entire circuit
will be shut down

green —/‘/ﬁ

screw |

when the polarity is reversed, the wide receptacle slot is
(incorrectly) hot and the narrow slot is neutral - this is not
uncommon when people forget that the black wire should be
attached to the receptacle's brass screws
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